
 

TRADITIONAL AND FOLK THEATRE 

DEBJANI ROY 

Research Scholar, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Visva Bharati, Santin iketan, West Bengal, Ind ia 

 

ABSTRACT 

Theatre is a powerfu l tool for communication ideas and entertaining people with creative experiences. India has a 

longest and richest tradition, the origin is closely related to ancient rituals. Bharata's natya shastra giving a div ine origin to  

Indian theatre, attributing it to the natyaveda. It started as a narrative form, with recitation, singing and dancing becomin g 

integral elements of the theatre. Theatre in  India has encompassed all the other forms  of literature and  fine arts into 

physical presentation. It is divided into three distinctive kinds. The second phase of theatre in India was based on oral 

traditions. The folk theatre emerged forcefu lly in different reg ions and differen t languages. 
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